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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Climate change.�;OLYL�PZ�ZJPLU[PÄJ�JVUZLUZ\Z�[OH[�V\Y�WSHUL[�PZ�PU�KHUNLY�
ILJH\ZL�VM�MVZZPS�M\LS�LTPZZPVUZ��;OLYL�PZ�HSZV�ZJPLU[PÄJ�HNYLLTLU[�[OH[�^L�
JHU·HUK�^L�T\Z[·[HRL�HJ[PVUZ�[V�HKHW[�[V�JSPTH[L�YLSH[LK�JOHUNLZ�HUK�[V�
TP[PNH[L�[OL�YPZRZ�VM�M\[\YL�JOHUNLZ��)LJH\ZL�[OL�KL[HPSZ�VM�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL�
are so complex and, in some cases, imprecise and still evolving, it is some-
times hard to see the big picture: our Earth is in trouble. The actions required 
of individuals, businesses, communities, and nations are immense. Despite 
[OL�ZJPLUJL��[OL�JVTWSL_P[`�VM�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL�HUK�[OL�\UKLUPHISL�ZHJYPÄJLZ�
HUK�HJ[PVUZ�^L�T\Z[�[HRL�[V�Z\Y]P]L��JVU[YPI\[L�[V�JVUM\ZPVU·L]LU�KLUPHS·
about the immediacy and gravity of the threats and the opportunities. We 
developed this volume to assert that climate change is the most compelling 
W\ISPJ�OLHS[O�JOHSSLUNL�VM�V\Y�[PTL��0�[OHUR�V\Y�N\LZ[�H\[OVYZ��HSS�VM�^OVT�
ZOHYLK�[OLPY�RUV^SLKNL�HUK�[OLPY�PUUV]H[P]L�^VYR��0�HT�LZWLJPHSS`�NYH[LM\S�
[V�2YPZ[PU�9HHI��HU�LɈVY[SLZZ�^YP[LY�HUK�RLLU�[OPURLY��^OV�^HZ�JVU[PU\V\Z-
S`�H]HPSHISL�MVY�N\PKHUJL�HUK�OLSW�^P[O�[OPZ�]VS\TL��)PSS�;VZJHUV��HS^H`Z�H�
generous colleague, not only authored a great article, but he also shared 
THU`�YLMLYLUJLZ�HUK�PKLHZ�^P[O�TL�[OH[�Z[YLUN[OLULK�[OPZ�]VS\TL��*HYYPL�
=VNLSZHUN�VɈLYLK�OLY�LUJV\YHNLTLU[�HUK�PU[YVK\JLK�TL�[V�[^V�ÄUL�W\ISPJ�
OLHS[O�WYVMLZZPVUHSZ��*VSSLLU�4VYHU�HUK�,SLUH�.YVZZTHU��^OV�THKL� 
^VUKLYM\S�JVU[YPI\[PVUZ��4`�JVSSLHN\L��:HYH�)LUUPUN��^HZ��HZ�HS^H`Z��H�
ZOHYW�LKP[VY��^OV�NH]L�[OPZ�WYVQLJ[�[OL�M\SS�TLHZ\YL�VM�OLY�JVUZPKLYHISL� 
VYNHUPaH[PVUHS�HUK�JYLH[P]L�ZRPSSZ��1\SPL�3VUNV�PZ�ZPTWS`�HU�HY[PZ[!�ZOL�THKL�
[OPZ�]VS\TL�SVVR�NVVK��(UK�;VY`�)Y\JO�UL]LY�OLZP[H[LK�[V�YLZWVUK�[V� 
YLX\LZ[Z�^P[O�NYHJL�HUK�ZRPSS��;OPZ�]VS\TL�[O\Z� 
YLWYLZLU[Z�[OL�PKLHZ��[OL�WHZZPVUZ��HUK�[OL�JYLH[P]P[`�VM�THU`�ÄUL�WLVWSL�� 
0�OVWL�[OLPY�LɈVY[Z�PUZWPYL��LK\JH[L��HUK�Z[PT\SH[L�`V\�[V�L_WHUK�`V\Y�
RUV^SLKNL�HIV\[�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL�HUK�[V�THRL�H�JVTTP[TLU[�[V�THRL�[OL�
PUKP]PK\HS�JOHUNLZ·HUK�Z\WWVY[�[OL�WVSPJPLZ·[OH[�^PSS�HSSV^�V\Y�,HY[O�[V�
survive and thrive. 
—Wendy L. Hellerstedt, MPH, PhD 

Note: Many of the sources we cited in this volume are federal sources. As we go to press (May 2017), we are aware 

that some US government websites will delete or modify information on climate change.
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